REPORT 

OF  THE 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  j 

OF  THE 

BROOKLYN  j 
iberal  Christian  Union.! 


NOVEMBER,  1869. 


BROOKLYN,    N  .  Y.  : 

PRINTED    FOR    THE  SOCIETY. 
1870. 


Avery  Architectural  and  Fine  Arts  Library 
Gift  of  Seymour  B.  Durst  Old  York  Library 


R  E  POE  T 

OK  THE 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THfc 

BROOKLYN 
Liberal  Christian  L^nion. 

# 

NOVEMBER,  1869. 


BROOKLVK,    N  .  V.  : 
F  R I  N  T  E  D    FOR     THE    S  O  C  I  E  T  V. 

1870. 


Board  of  Managers, 


RIPLEY  ROPES,       -      -  President. 
E.  D.  PLIMPTOX,       -       -    First  Ykc-P 
WM.  H.  CROMWELL,     -     -  Second 
MARY  HILLARD,      -      -  Secretary. 
(  HAS.  P,  GERRISH,     -      -  Treasurer. 


Additional  Directors, 


REV.  ALFRED  P.  PUTNAM, 


REV.  JOHN  W.  OHADWICK,  ] 
EDGAR  W.  OROWELL, 
MISS  MARY  A.  PORTER. 

REV.  E.  0.  BOWLES,  | 
MISS  MARY  A.  DENMSON. 
MRS.  HE  BE  CO  A  0,  LOW.  J 


L871. 


L87(  . 


POBEPT  EOSTEP, 
REV.  S.  H.  CAMP. 


A  \  \  I  A  L  MEETING. 


November  22d,  1869. 
The  Union  met,  according  to  special  notice,  at  the 
Chapel  of  the  Chinch  of  The  Saviour,  Pierrepont  Street, 
at  half  past  7  o'clock,  President  Gerrish  occupying  the 
chair. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  by  Rev.  Stephen  11.  Camp, 
and  Prayer  was  ottered  by  Rev.  E.  C.  Bowles. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding-  meeting*,  held  Nov.  23d, 
were  read  and  approved. 

The  President  read  his  Annual  Report,  and  the  Treas- 
urer submitted  a  statement  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Robert  Foster  moved  that  the  Reports  of  the 
President  and  Treasurer  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  action. 

Mr.  Isaac  II.  Frothingham  suggested  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President,  in  the  Report  to  change  the 
name  of  the  "  Union"  should  be  acted  upon  by  "  The 
Union." 

Mr.  A.  P.  Putnam  moved  an  amendment,  that  the  Re- 
ports be  accepted,  and  action  taken  later  in  the  evening 
on  any  portion  of  the  Reports.  Carried. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  in  order. 

Rev.  -I.  W.  Chadwick  presented  a  printed  ticket  of 
names  of  gentlemen  and  Ladies,  recommended  by  (he  Board 
of  Directors  for  officers,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  B,  S.  BuXKER  and  Mr.  K. 
T.  Fisher,  tellers. 
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The  President  announced  that  the  paying  of  one  dollar  . 
annually,  and  signing  the  Constitution  of  "  The  Union  " 
entitled  a  person  to  membership  and  a  vote. 

A  dozen  new  voters  were  immediately  recorded  by  the 
tellers,  and  Mr.  E,  S.  Bunker,  teller,  announced  the  unani- 
mous election  of  the  ticket  as  presented,  (53)  fifty-three 
sotes  being'  east. 

The  following  were,  therefore,  declared  elected  as  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year  : 

President,  -  RIPLEY  ROPES, 

Vice-Fresh! tut.         -  E.  D.  PLIMPTON. 

Second  Vice-President,  -  -  -  WM.  H.  CROMWELL. 
Secretary,      -         -  -     Miss  MARY  HILLARD, 

Treasurer,  ....  Q,  p.  GERRISH. 

Director,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Miss 

HlLLARD, 

Rev.  EDWIN  C.  BOLLES. 
Director*,  in  place  of  Rev.  A.  P.  PUTNAM,  R.  Fostek  and  Rev.  H. 
M..  Gall  a  her. 

Rev.  A.  P.  PUTNAM, 

ROBERT  FOSTER. 

Rev.  STEPIIEV  H.  CAMP. 

Before  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  balloting, 
J&eYi  Stephen  IT.  Oamp  was  introduced  and  delivered  an 
address. 

The  new  President  was  welcomed  by  Mr.  Gerrish,  and 
briefly  returned  his  thanks  on  taking*  the  chair. 

Rev.  Edwin  0.  Bowles  was  introduced,  and  addressed 
the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Foster,  the  thanks  of  "  The 
Union"  were  presented  to  Mr.  0.  P.  Gerrish,  the  late 
President,  for  the  able,  indefatigable,  and  in  every  way 
admirable  administration  of  his  office. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Ohadwick  having  been  called  upon  by  Key, 
Mr.  Bowles  in  the  course  of  his  address,  came  forward,  and 
was  about  to  speak,  but  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Hepworth,  who  had 
been  announced  to  speak,  entering  the  room,  Mr.  Ohad- 
wick  gave  way  in  his  favor. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hepworth  addressed  the  "Union,  and  on  ili<^ 
conclusion  of  his  remarks,  tlx1  President  urged  immediate 
action  in  raisin;*  inony  for  the  "  T  nion. 
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key.  Mr.  Hepwobth  proposed  to  raise  $500  on  the  spot, 
and  offered  $100. 

Mr.  Isaac  H.  Frothikgham  and  Mr.  ('.  P.  Gerrisu 
seconded  this  offer  with  $100  each,  and  the  $500  was  sub- 
scribed in  a  few  minutes. 

The  President  offered  $100,  on  a  second  *.w>ix>.  which  was 
raised  together  with  $300  additional,  making  a  total  of 
$1,300.  After  the  close  <>t'  the  meeting,  Rev,  Mr.  Hep- 
worth  subscribed  another  hundred,  and  a  friend  one  hun- 
dred further,  making  the  whole  amount  raised  during  the 
evening,  $1,500.  The  following  gentlemen  were  the  sub- 
scribers : 

Rev.  Geo.  JS.  Hepwortti.  ...  -  $20$  00 
Isaac  H.  Frotliingliaiii,   ...  100  00 

Chas.  P.  Gcrrish.        -         -    •     -         -        -  000  00 

J.  J.  Merritfc,       -        -  -        -  100  00 

l>.  C- Robbing  -         -         -  *       -         -  100  oo 

Ripley  Ropes.  ...  -  .  .  .  000  00 
Geo.  B.  Archer,         -  ...         ICQ  00 

E.  U.  Plimpton,      -  100  00 

W.  P.  Bcal,  ...  MO  oo 

•las.  S.  Noyes,        -        -        -        -  100  00 

K.  W.  Crowd!.         .....         i00  00 

•  A  Friend.*  100  00 

$1,500  00 

At  tlte  suggestion  of  Isaac  EL  Fuo'niiN<;iiAM,  further 
effort  to  rafee  money  was  suspended,  in  order  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  many,  who,  owing  to  the  notice  having 
been  imperfectly  given  in  Mr.  Putnam's  church,  were  un- 
intentionally absent . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Putnam,  it  was  resolved,  "That  so 
much  of  the  President's  Report  as  relates  to  changing  the 
name  of  The  Union,'  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  Board  will  call  the  'ITnion' 
together  ai  an  early  day.  and  report  on  the  subject." 

At  a  late  hour,  tin;  meeting,  on  motion  of  Rev.  J.  \\  . 
(  /HADWick,  adjourned. 

EDWARD  T.  FISHER, 
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ADDRESSES. 


REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  GrERRISIL 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  ; 

A  year-has  rolled  away  since  we  met  here,  and  listened  to  the  earn- 
est and  eloquent  words  of  my  predecessor  in  office,  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  at  that  time  invited  to  address  you. 

The  history  of  the  movement  that  interests  us  to-night,  and  its 
general  features,  were  so  fully  presented  then  that  I  deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  make  other  than  a  brief  allusion  to  them  this  evening,  and 
would  refer  those  of  you  who  were  not  present  on  that  occasion  to  the 
printed  report,  which  is  on  the  table  before  me  for  gratuitous  distri- 
bution. 

It  is  my  purpose  to-night  to  relate  the  story  of  the  year  thcit  has 
just  closed,  to*  make  suggestions  for  the  future,  and  to  offer  a  few 
thoughts  which,  if  not  bearing  directly  on  our  work,  are  kindred  to  it. 

Early  in  the  winter  Dr.  Bellows  generously  offered  to  give  his 
lecture  V  Conversations  with  Powers  the  Sculptor,"  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union.  The  Church  of  the  Saviour  was  cheerfully  opened  by  its 
trustees  for  the  purpose  ;  and  had  not  the  night  been  stormy,  the  house 
would  no  doubt  have  been  well  filled,  and  a  handsome  sum  the  result. 
There  was,  however,  a  fair  attendance,  and  Sol  for  the  Treasury. 
The  lecture  was  full  of  iuterest  and  well  received.  Twice,  subse- 
quently, the  Lecture  Committee  endeavored  to  arrange  for  an  address 
by  Mr.  Sumner  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  but  in  consequence  of  his 
prior  engagements,  they  failed  to  secure  him. 

Last  year  our  balance  sheet  showed  an  actual  deficiency  of  over 
SJ.000 — to-night,  as  you  will  learn  from  the  treasurer's  report,  it  is  but 
$51.13.  Iu  order  to  present  this  flatteriug  statement,  we  have  not 
postponed  the  payment  of  any  bill?  that  ar*>  dn°  j  tQ  lip  s'*vt>  WM  liavf 
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been  obliged  to  look  at  every  dollar  before  we  spent  it,  but  we  deter- 
mined at  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  our  financial  management 
should  meet  your  hearty  approval ;  and  we  hope  thus  to  convince  you 
that  we  are  capable  of  managing  a  larger  business,  and  to  impress 
you  with  the  importance  of  furnishing  the  capital  for  such  an  under- 
taking. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  .state  here  that  the  deficiency  of  la's t  year 
was  not  due  to  any  mismanagement  of  any  former  administration,  but 
rather  grew  out  of  the  youth  of  the  enterprise,  the  necessity  of  furnish- 
ing and  making  attractive  the  rooms.  Many,  before  assisting  a  new 
movement  freely,  like  to  see  a  partial  accomplishment  of  its  purpose. 
Such  men  were  satisfied  during  its  second  year,  and  before  the  last 
annual  meeting,  a  sum  had  been  subscribed  sufficient  to  wipe  out  the 
deficiency,  and  to  meet  a  portion  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  past 
year. 

Our  reading  room  has  never  been  more  interesting  than  during  the 
present  year,  and  has  never  reached  so  many  individuals,  and-  through 
them  so  many  families.  The  reading  matter  has  been  about  the  same, 
although  some  valuable  journals  have  been  added,  and  others  that  the 
Library  Committee  deemed  undesirable  have  been  discontinued. 
There  are  now  in  the  library  about  five  hundred  volumes — many  con- 
tributed by  members,  and  some  purchased  with  the  funds  of  the  asso- 
ciation. We  can  say,  I  think,  that  most  of  them  are  good  books,  although 
the  best  are  not  as  plenty  as  we  could  wish.  Mr.  Emerson  (faring 
his  last  visit  to  Brooklyn,  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  Scott's 
Poetry.  u  Good,"  said  he,  "  to  begin  with."  A  lady  was  once  deeply 
concerned  because  her  daughter  was  so  passionately  fond  of  light 
reading  ;  she  asked  a  friend's  advice  in  the  matter.  (:  Give  yourself  no 
uneasiness  about  that,"  said  the  fricind,  "a  taste  for  something  better 
will  come  after  a  while."  Is  it  not  better  that  the  news-boy  should 
read  the  "  blood  and  thunder  "  stories  in  the  Ledger,  than  not  to  read 
at  all ;  will  not  the  love  of  history  and  travel  come  in  due  course  of 
time  ?  But  few  books  arc  taken  away  from  the  rooms,  as  this  privilege 
is  only  allowed  to  members,  yet  a  great  many  arc  read  in  them. 
Some  popular  religious  works  bear  unmistakable  marks  of  severe 
reading ;  and  an  edition  of  Dickens  purchased  a  little  more  than  a 
year  ago,  has  become  so  worn  by  constant  use,  that  another  should 
soon  replace  it.  The  librarian  tells  me  no  books  arc  more  read  than 
those  of  Dickens.  We  ought  this  year  to  add  some  standard  works  to 
tli c  library,  books  containing  the  latest  thoughts  about  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  Jesus,  the  works  of  Motley,  Bancroft,  Prescott,  Macaulay, 
Buckle,  Spencer  and  Mill  :  hooks  of  poetry,  fiction  and  i  ravel.  Our 
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looms  have  often  been  inconveniently  crowded  in  the  evening,  every 
chair  occupied,  solemnly  admonishing  us  that  we  must  have  more 
ample  accommodations  to  meet  the  growing  interest.  The  persons 
visiting  them  are  of  all  ages  and  varied  tastes  ;  you  can  find  there  the 
man  whose  hair  is  silvered  by  age  or  sorrow,  the  father  of  a  family, 
every  cent  of  whose  moderate  salary  is  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the 
rent  of  the  roof  that  shelters  him,  provide  the  simple  meal,  and  pur- 
chase clothing  needed  for  himself,  wife  and  children.  You  will  see 
there  also  ruddy-cheeked  boys  and  thoughtful  young  men.  The  variety 
of  reading  matter  on  the  tables  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  all. 

There  is  the  religious  literature  of  all  denominations,  secular  papers 
of  every  shade  of  political  thought,  the  best  magazines  and  weeklies. 
The  pictures  that  hang  on  the  walls  read  their  silent  lessons  also,  The 
tender  eyed  Madonna  inspires  a  love  of  true  womanhood ;  the  face  of 
Lincoln  kindles  anew  the  love  of  country,  and  gives  fresh  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  are  struggling  for  an  education  in  the  "  teeth  of 
adverse  circumstances  ;"  while  other  works  of  art  invite  new  thoughts, 
and  cheer  and  gladden  weary  souls. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  management  this  year  has  been  the  intro- 
duction of  innocent  games  into  the  rooms  fonnerly  devoted  to  conver- 
sation alone.  Although  this  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Board,  there  were  some  who  regarded  it  as  a  doubtful  experiment. 
There  have  been  discouragements  at  times,  but  these  have  gradually 
disappeared  under  the  judicious,  firm,  but  gentle  treatment  of  the 
librarian,  and  all  are  well  satisfied  that  its  influences  tend  steadily  in 
the  same  direction  as  the  reading  room  ;  the  games  introduced,  are 
checquers,  draughts,  chess  and  backgammon.  There  of  an  evening  you 
will  see  thoughtful  men  and  pleasant-faced  boys  bending  over  the 
tables,  recuperating  the  energies  wasted  by  a  day  of  toil, — resting  one 
set  of  faculties  by  the  employment  of  another. 

Such  my  friends  is  the  home  to  which  we  freely  invite  the  people 
of  Brooklyn. 

An  eminent  merchant  in  a  New  England  City  having  been  invited 
to  fill  a  position  of  trust  and  honor,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duty,  was  approached  by  a  compauion  of  his  early  youth,  who, 
jealous  of  his  rising  greatness,  said  to  him,  "  You  need  not  feel  so 
grand,  I  remember  when  you  were  nothing  but  a  drummer  boy." 
"  True,"  replied  the  merchant,  M  but  did  I  not  drum  well  ?"  And  to 
those  of  you  who,  surveying  the  great  needs  of  humanity,  feel  that  our 
sphere  of  action  has  been  very  limited,  we  would  reply,  Has  not  the 
work  undertaken  by  the  TSoord  been  well  done  ?  Have  they  not 
drummed  well  ? 


Many  new  enterprises  have  resulted  in  failure,  because  too  much 
has  been  undertaken  at  the  outset,  before  the  underlying  thought  had 
been  sufficiently  matured,  and  the  forces  of  action  properly  organized; 
we  have  however  now  passed  the  infancy  and  youth  of  this  institution, 
and  we  propose  to-night  to  enter  upon  its  manhood,  and  we  ask  you 
to  aid  us  in  making  that  manhood  the  fulfillment  of  its  youthful 
promise. 

Poverty,  ill  health  and  ignorance  are  the  enemies  of  sound  morals 
and  the  religious  life.  Poverty  is  often  the  cause  of  ill  health,  ill 
health  the  cause  of  poverty,  and  ignorance  the  cause  of  both.  You 
can  not  cure  poverty  by  alms-giving — drugs  are  a  poor  substitute  for 
obedience  to  universal  law  ;  but  education  reaches  these  social  evils 
at  the  bottom.  As  that  is  the  highest  form  of  exercise,  which  gives 
activity  to  the  greatest  number  of  muscles,  so  that  is  the  highest  edu- 
cation which  harmoniously  developes  the  religious,  moral  and  intellec- 
tual nature  of  man.  Such  education  is  sure  to  find  expression  in 
work,  and  work  that  tells  for  humanity  and  for  God,  for  it  is  work  that 
has  the  logical  faculty  behind  it.  Charles  Dickens,  in  his  recent 
speech  at  the  Midland  Institute,  says  :  11  Human  calculation  can  not 
limit  the  influence  of  one  atom  of  useful  knowledge,  patiently  acquired, 
modestly  possessed,  and  faithfully  used."  Our  Union  then  has  an 
intellectual  service  to  perform,  that  its  practical  work  may  be  judici- 
ous, and  permanently  helpful. 

One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles,  which  presents  itself  to  refined 
and  sensitive  people  in  their  efforts  to  reach  the  lower  classes,  is  the 
absence  of  cleanliness  among  them.  It  is  a  nice  question  how  far 
reform  may  be  carried  in  this  direction  in  philanthropic  institutions, 
without  defeating  the  original  purpose. 

A  model  Mission  School  should  have  a  bath-room  and  laundry 
attached,  that  the  children  may  learn  the  luxury  of  a  clean  skin,  and 
clean  clothes,  while  they  are  taught  to  speak  the  truth,  to  love  one 
another,  and  to  go  about  doing  good  ;  it  might  thin  the  ranks  too  much 
to  apply  the  forcing  process,  but  certainly  the  inviting  process  could 
do  no  harm. 

We  have  had  similar  difficulties  in  our  rooms  in  Court  street ;  the 
librarian  has  often  been  obliged  to  turn  out  boys  who  were  not  in  a  fit 
condition  to  associate  with  decent  people,  but  this  has  been  done  gently 
and  kindly,  with  an  invitation  to  return  under  certain  conditions.  I 
wish  we  had  a  basement  room  suitably  furnished,  where  such  boys 
could  be  received,  with  a  man  of  rare  power  in  this  direction  to  pre- 
side over  it ;  and  see  if,  by  a  wise  distribution  of  combs,  soap,  tooth- 


brushes  and  clothing,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  the  hoys  could 
not  graduate  into  the  rooms  up  stairs.  The  Bethel  Mission  in  this 
city,  managed  by  Mr.  Beecher's  society,  has  undertaken  such  a  work. 
The  bo^s  are  at  times  unruly,  often  ugly,  rendering  it  sometimes 
necessary  to  expel  them  from  the  room,  and  close  it  at  an  early  hour  ; 
but  the  evening  I  visited  it,  the  gentleman  in  charge  seemed  to  have 
a  happy  faculty  in  "  taming  the  wild  spirits,"  and  appealing  to  their 
better  nature  ;  and  although  some  have  thought  it  best  to  close  this 
department,  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  leading  man  in  the  enterprise 
is  determined  to  persevere,  and  make  this  branch  of  their  work  a 
success. 

An  indispensable  requisite  to  the  life  of  this  movement,  is  a  Board 
of  Directors  who  are  in  earnest,  who  can  and  will  give  time,  thought 
and  labor  to  the  work  ;  not  persons  who  will  be  present  at  the  regular 
meetings  unless  some  trifling  engagement  detains  them,  but  those  who 
allow  none  other  than  sacred  duties  to  keep  them  away ;  not  men  who  are 
simply  willing  to  take  a  position,  but  men  who  want  to,  and  who  attend 
the  meetings  with  the  harness  on.  If  we  enlarge  our  field  of  opera- 
tions it  will  also  be  necessary  to  have  an  active  roll  list  among  the 
members,  who  will  from  time  to  time  second  the  efforts  of  the  Board, 
and  aid  it  in  its  labors  ;  I  think  there  are  members  of  either  sex 
who  are  only  waiting  to  be  invited  to  render  this  help.  To  this 
end  wo  should  have  at  least  quarterly  business  meetings,  or  meetings, 
a  portion  of  which  should  be  devoted  to  business  interests.  I  wish 
also,  my  friends,  to  urge  upon  you  to-night,  the  importance  of  different 
and  more  commodious  apartments  than  we  now  occupy.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  held  last  December,  a  resolution  passed  unanimously 
that  the  rooms  be  opened  on  Sunday,  from  1  r.  m.,  until  dark ;  it  was 
however,  afterwards  ascertained  that  this  was  impossible,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  endanger  the  interests  of  other  institutions  in  the  build- 
ing. We  regretted  our  inability  to  carry  out  this  idea,  feeling  that 
the  power  of  the  Union  for  good  would  be  felt  more  on  that  day  than 
any  other. 

I  quote  the  following  paragraph  in  connection  from  a  recent  report 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  of  Boston.  "  These  rooms  are 
open  every  day,  including  Sundays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  r.  m.,  and  mem- 
bers are  always  in  attendance  to  welcome  and  introduce  strangers,  to 
give  information,  and  to  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  those  present.'' 
And  I  would  state  still  further,  that  at  the  Convention  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  recently  held  in  Portland,  the  question 
of  opening  their  rooms  on  Sunday  came  up  for  discussion  ;  a  lively  de- 
bate ensued,  in  which  ninny  delegates  expressed  themselves  in  favor 
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of  the  idea,  and  plated  that  it  had  been  done  in  many  cities  with  good 
effect.  What  we  need  is  the  upper  part  of  some  building  on  a  public- 
thoroughfare,  the  entrance  to  which  we  can  control  ;  the  second  floor 
to  be  used  as  library,  reading,  conversation  and  amusement  rooms  ; 
the  third  floor  should  be  a  large  hall,  where  we  could  have  free 
preaching  on  Sunday  evenings  at  least,aand  during  the  week  lectures, 
readings  and  other  entertainments,  either  free  or  at  a  moderate  charge, 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  here  the  importance  of  regular  free 
preaching  to  be  provided  by  this  Union,  outside  of  our  churches,  in  a 
hall  of  its  own.  We  should  attract  then  large  numbers,  who,  from 
motives  of  delicacy  or  prejudice,  rarely  go  to  any  church,  and  thus 
interest  them  more  fully  in  the  religious  life  and  the  general  work  of 
the  Association.  My  plan  would  be  to  invite  liberally  disposed 
ministers  of  all  denominations,  to  fill  the  desk,  and  have  the  exercises 
for  each  Sunday  properly  advertised  in  the  Saturday  evening  papers. 
There  are' two  difficulties  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  these  plans  ;  first, 
to  find  suitable  rooms  in  the  right  location ;  secondly,  to  raise  the 
money  necessary  to  meet  the  increased  expense.  If  the  new  Board, 
which  enters  upon  its  duties  to-night,  obviate  the  former  of  these 
difficulties,  will  not  those  of  you  who  are  interested  and  able,  obviate 
the  latter  ?  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  of  Boston,  have  with- 
in the  year  leased  an  entire  building  on  Washington  street,  except 
the  first  floor,  for  a  term  of  five  years  ;  they  are  doing  an  extended 
work  in  the  direction  in  which  we  are  looking  to-night. 

The  character  of  our  Union  is  broader  than  its  name,  and  is  not 
clearly  explained  by  it ;  the  fact  that  it  has  been  appropriated  by 
certain  denominations  of  christians,  and  that  the  Unitarians  have  an 
organ  in  New  York  bearing  the  name  Liberal  Christian,  seems  to  me 
a  sufficient  reason  for  changing  it,  that  we  may  avoid  giving  to  those 
outside,  an  impression  of  any  special  denominational  direction  to  the 
Association. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest,  whether,  instead  of  calling 
it  the  Liberal  Christian  Union  of  Brooklyn,  it  would  not  be  well  to 
call  it  the  "  Union  for  Christian  work,"  a  name  given  to  an  Association 
of  great  activity  and  large  usefulness  in  Providence,  or  some  other 
name  which  does  express  more  fully  its  character  and  aims. 

I  feel  that  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  official  trust  this  evening,  did 
I  not  allude  to  the  significant  action  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces;  assembled  in 
convention  in  Portland  last  July,  toward  all  denominations  not  Evangeli- 
cal, on  the  question,  "What  shall  be  the  terms  of  active  membership  and 
office  holding  in  the  Associations."  The  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  \ 
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"Resolved,  That,  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian, 
and  professed  to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour's  service,  it 
clearly  their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their 
affairs  iu  the  hands  of  those  who  profess  to  love,  and  publicly  avow 
their  faith  in,  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  divine,  and  who  testify  their 
faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of  Churches  held  to  be 
Evangelical. 

"And  we  hold  these  churches  to  be  Evangelical,  which,  maintain- 
ing the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten  son  of 
the  Father,  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lord*,  (in  whom  dwelleth  tin: 
fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  was  made  sin  for  us.  t  hough 
kuowiug  no  sin,  bearing  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree  .  as  the 
only  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved 
from  everlasting  punishment/' 

This  action  is  illustrated  by  excluding  all  religious  literature,  not 
Evangelical.  I  have  no  desire  to  cast  even  a  suspicion  that  those 
delegates  were  insincere,  or  untrue  to  the  demands  of  their  own  con- 
sciences ;  that  vote  was  the  logical  result  of  the  creed  they  hold,  but. 
many  of  you  who  are  sitting  here  to-night  were  by  the  passage  of  that 
resolution,  voted  out  of  their  Associations  ;  you  can,  to  be  sure,  pay 
your  82  a  year,  and  sit  at  their  tables,  but  you  can  not  find  there  the 
religious  thought  that  is  dear  to  you. 

The  invitation,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  is  like  the  invitation  of 
the  Pope  to  the  Protestant  Clergy,  to  be  present  at  the  (Eucumenical 
Council,  not  to  express  or  listen  to  their  own  religious  belief,  but  to 
surrender  a  cherished  faith,  and  embrace  another. 

These  il  Youug  Men's  Christian  Associatians  'J  arc  recruiting  rooms 
to  till  the  rafiks  of  Evangelical  Churches.  They  do  good  service  in 
this  direction,  and  ail  honor  to  the  noble  men  and  women,  your  friends 
and  miue,  whose  hearts  and  hands  are  in  the  work  ;  they  do  good  service 
in  many  other  directions,  but  they  refuse  to  let  us  work  with  them. 

The  word  Evangelical  has  a  different  meaning  now,  from  what  it  had 
in  the  days  of  Calvin  ;  the  old  thought  is  still  there,  but  is  expressed 
more  sweetly  and  more  gently  now,  and  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far 
distant,  when  the  human  heart  will  become  so  tender,  and  the  divine 
tenderness  be  so  much  better  understood,  that  the  original  meaning 
of  that  word  will  fade  away  altogether.  In  the  mean  time  we  have 
our  work  to  do,  and  let  us  build  our  recruiting  rooms  to  fill  the  ranks 
of  an  elevated  humanity. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  say  to  the  people  of  Brooklyn,  we  have  not 
entered  upon  this  work  to  couvert  any  one  to  our  way  of  thinking. 
We  who  are  engaged  iu  it,  widely  differ  ourselves  iu  the  domaiu  of 
thought.    Our  object  is  not  to  make  you  Evangelical,  Unitarian,  or 
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Universalis t  Christians,  but  to  provide  you  with  extended  privileges, 
which  will  cnable'you  to  decide  these  questions  for  yourselves ;  we  do 
aim  to  make  religious  men  and  women — to  show  the  difference  between 
life  and  simple  existence — to  picture  the  wealth  of  a  virtuous  life  and 
the  poverty  of  a  life  of  sin — to  strengthen  your  affections  for  all  God's 
children — to  quicken  your  sympathy  for  every  form  of  oppression  and 
suffering — to  enlighten  your  judgment,  that  the  head  may  guide  the 
hand  as  it  responds  to  the  beating  of  the  heart.  We  recognize  that 
principle  in  life  so  often  overlooked,  that  boys  and  girls,  and  men  and 
women  too,  must  play  as  well  as  work,  and  we  aim  therefore  to  provide 
wholesome  recreation  and  innocent  games,  such  as  rest  the  tired  brain 
of  manhood,  and  gladden  the  heart  of  youth  ;  innocent  amusements 
may,  to  be  sure,  be  indulged  in  too  freely,  they  should  not  be  the  vo- 
cation of  life,  but  the  healing  ointment,  and  the  invigorating  tonic. 

Total  abstinence  from  anything,  the  moderate  use  of  which  is  good, 
is  not  what  we  need  ;  what  we  do  need  is  medicine  for  the  will.  St. 
Paul  said  "  the  spirit  is  willing  but  the  flesh  is  weak."  The  demand 
of  life  is  a  consecrated  educated  will,  and  strength  of  the  flesh.  Those 
who  love  the  right  and  struggle  to  do  it,  need  our  help  quite  as  much 
as  those  who  love  the  wrong  ;  it  is  a  nicer  question  how  to  reach  the 
former  than  the  latter  ;  do  we  not  all  in  some  way  belong  to  the  former 
class  ourselves  ?  The  law  of  compensation  is  so  beautifully  adjusted, 
that  in  helping  others  we  help  ourselves,  and  does  not  the  giver  get 
the  larger  share  *?  "  Teaching  we  learn,  and  giving  we  receive.'' 

You  may  bolt  and  bar  your  doors,  fasten  the  windows  of  your  houses, 
have  alarm  bells  wisely  arranged,  but  the  burglar  will  overcome  all 
these  obstacles,  and  carry  off  your  plate  ;  there  is  as  much  tact  and 
ingenuity  outside  to  force  an  entrance,  as  there  is  inside  to  prevent 
it,  but  if  you  can  open  the  door  of  that  burglar's  heart  with  the  key  of 
love,  if  you  can  invest  him  with  integrity,  he  will  not  come  to 
your  door  at  all,  unless  as  a  friend  whom  you  would  gladly  welcome. 
Again  you  may  study  carefully  the  laws  of  health,  build  and  arrange 
your  dwellings  on  scientific  principles,  and  furnish  the  best  food  for  your 
tables,  and  yet  a  badly  educated,  badly  housed  and  badly  fed  neigh- 
borhood may  drive  pestilential  vapors  through  the  very  machinery 
you  have  opened  to  admit  the  fresh  air.  While  therefore  we  bolt 
and  bar,  build  prisons  and  almshouses,  let  us  establish  public  free 
homes  for  the  people,  free  libraries,  free  loading  rooms,  free  churches 
and  free  instruction. 
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ADDRESS  BY  KEY.  S  H.  CAMP. 

My  Friends  : 

I  would  gladly  shirk  this  task,  if  to  do  so  would  not  be  misunder- 
stood ;  take  what  I  have  to  offer  as  meaning  a  hearty  desire  to  do  my 
whole  share  in  this  noble  business,  and  I  will  be  content 

Opportunity  is  the  measure  of  obligation.  What  one  can  do,  must 
often  indicate  what  one  must  do.  The  possession  of  gifts  is  somewhat 
insecure  until  they  are  appropriated.  The  blade  may  be  of  the  finest 
steel,  the  temper  perfect,  shape,  weight  and  size  just  right,  and  yet, 
to  know  its  value,  it  must  be  wielded.  No  ship  can  be  rated  until  she 
has  sailed  The  master  builds  his  organ  with  scrupulous  care,  its 
pipes  are  shaped  and  adjusted,  its  voicing  most  religiously  regarded  ; 
and  yet,  until  he  has  heard  its  voice,  he  is  not  sure  of  the  result. 
Thus  our  great  war,  spite  of  all  its  horrible  features,  its  solemn  sacri- 
fices, was  in  some  sense  a  blessing  to  us  ;  because  it  demonstrated 
that  what  had  beeu  called  glittering  generalities  in  the  great  magna 
charta  of  our  national  faith,  were  indeed  vital  truths.  It  was  re- 
vealed to  us  that  our  glorious  opportunities  meant  immense  obligation. 
We  see  now  that  the  future  of  the  dear  land  shall  be  secured  to  honor, 
integrity  and  worth  ;  not  by  rehearsing  the  glowing  traditions  of  the 
past,  but  by  consecrating  the  present.  And  it  is  to  be  reckoned  a 
happy  omen  the  religious  world,  that  the  great  energies  which 
shape  and  control  things,  are  getting  to  be  more  and  more  forthputting. 
Not  that  a  true  individualism  is  less  recognized  or  esteemed,  not  that 
essential  distinctions  are  ignored,  or  differences  overlooked,  but  the 
true  unity  which  lies  below  these,  is  understood  and  valued,  and  the 
great  common  opportunity  is  beginning  to  be  apprehended  as  the 
great  common  obligation. 

What  has  long  been  a  stumbling-block,  is  now  being  recognized  in 
its  true  estate.  We  are  beginning  to  learn  that  a  love  for  the  church, 
or  sect,  or  dogma,  which  interferes  with  a  wider  and  profoundcr  love, 
is  dangerous  and  harmful  ;  that  it  fetters  progress,  and  cheapens  the 
things  which  ought  to  grow  more  and  more  sacred.  To  love  only  one's 
little  church,  to  live  within  its  limited  communion,  not  only  belittles 
the  individual,  it  vitiates  the  life  of  the  church.  To  serve  our  special 
sect  as  if  that  included  a  full  service,  will  paralyze  us,  and  hinder  the 
true  progress  of  the  sect.  We  must  be  individuals,  but  that  does  not 
involve  exclusion  ;  to  be  genuine,  docs  not  mean  isolation.    That  in- 
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dividuality  whicb  consists  in  separateness,  is  only  a  pleasanter  title 
for  selfishness  ;  and  what  is  true  of  the  individual,  is  also  true  of  a 
church,  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  separate  life.  There  may  be 
existence,  outwardly  all  may  seem  thrifty  ;  but  the  intrinsic  fact  will 
be  feeble,  the  tokens  of  the  divine  energy  will  be  monrnfully  meagre. 
The  procession  of  power  multiplies  it,  just  as  certainly  as  physical 
exercise  develops  muscle. 

We  are,  therefore,  friends,  to  recognize  this  noble  Christian  Union 
which  holds  us  all  in  one  common  fellowship,  as  a  great  blessing  in 
this, — it  helps  us  to  be  greater  than  our  immediate  surroundings.  In 
its  very  intention  we  learn  that  our  obligation  reaches  far  outside  of 
our  little  church,  because  we  are  introduced  to  our  immense  oppor- 
tunity. We  need  not  here  pause  to  point  out  how  all  this  largeness 
of  effort  comes  back  as  benediction  upon  the  individual  churches, 
that  this  is  the  fact,  however,  none  can  doubt  who  understands  natural 
laws. 

It  is  to  be  doubted  whether  we  really  do  or  can  possess  that  which 
we  cannot  or  do  not  share  with  another  or  others.  If  the  church,  which 
ought  to  be  the  almoner  of  the  heavenly  bounty,  limit  itself  to  technical 
methods,  if  it  direct  all  its  sources  of  influence  back  upon  itself  alone, 
we  have  no  right  to  look  for  any, but  the  cheapest  results.  And  when 
the  church  works  outside  of  itself  for  its  own  sake,  merely  to  augment 
its  own  force,  and  publish  its  own  glory,  it  shall  have  its  reward, 
verily,  but  it  were  better  without  it.  It  is  therefore  essential  that  we 
have  the  right  understanding  of  this  effort,  which  may  do  so  much  to 
lift  us  out  of  the  dainty  and  respectable  bondage  in  which  so  many 
people  are  content  to  live. 

Is  it  that  we  may  do  something  for  ourselves,  our  own  pet  schemes, 
to  beguile  the  unwary  into  our  ranks  ;  or  have  we  something  larger  and 
nobler  in  our  mind  ?  Is  it  not  to  make  more  secure  the  safeguards  of 
our  civilization,  to  build  upon  the  eternal  foundations,  to  emancipate 
men  and  women  from  the  needless  thraldoms,  helping  them  to  the 
fuller  possession  of  that  liberty  which  is  freedom  indeed,  nourishing 
the  young  promising  life  around  us,  that  its  sturdy  forces  be  not 
squandered  ;  opening  those  prison  doors  which  shall  yield  to  our 
touch  ;  casting  out  those  devils  over  whom  God  gives  us  power  ? 
Then  is  the  work  glorious,  demanding  and  deserving  our  hearty 
espousal. 

Not  that  we  shall  love  our  church  less,  but  God's  humanity  more. 
If  our  churches  be  what  they  ought,  their  voices  clear,  and  ringing 
with  the  true  emphasis,  all  this  will  be  a  part  of  their  message  to  us. 
The  church  is  iufidel  to  sacred  interests,  when  it  scorns  to  go  outside 
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of  itself,  or  is  indifferent  to  this  greater  claim.  The  man  is  trivial, 
of  small  pattern,  who  will  ever  allow  his  church  thus  to  degrade  itself. 

We  are  therefore  to  accept  this  great  field  of  labor  to  which  we 
come  from  various  communions,  as  our  God-appointed  task.  Its  per- 
petual recompense  is  that  it  enlarges  us,  it  widens  our  horizon,  it 
educates  us  for  better  service  in  our  more  special  work.  For  myself, 
I  feel  profoundly  grateful  that,  as  a  minister,  I  am  invited  to  take  part 
with  these  earnest,  practical  preachers  outside  of  the  pulpit,  in  this 
noble  endeavor,  which  is  full  of  significant  promise,  whatever  the 
apparent  results  may  be.  We  should  not  be  very  much  concerned 
about  apparent  result  ;  so  it  be  true  work,  done  with  the  true  spirit, 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  failure.  It  detracts  from  the  dignity  of 
work,  to  be  overmuch  occupied  with  attention  to  results. 

The  engine-driver  does  not  try  to  number  the  revolutions  of  the 
wheels,  nor  does  he  care  to  count  the  great  throbs  of  his  engine's  life  ; 
so  he  bug  the  track  and  run  on  time,  the  desired  end  is  best  attained. 
Nor  must  we  spend  too  much  time  in  getting  up  steam.  Better  to 
run  slow  than  not  at  all ;  indeed,  the  steam  will  generate  all  the 
faster  for  our  motion. 

Now,  the  one  question  which  ought  to  claim  precedence,  is  this  : 
"  How  can  we  best  do  our  work  ?"  We  know  pretty  well  the  "nature 
of  the  work  ;  we  are  not  missionaries  on  foreign  soil ;  our  methods  can 
be  simple  and  direct,  because  the  necessity  which  inspires  us  is  imme- 
diate. Let  us  take  the  work  nearest  our  hand  ;  let  us  appropriate  the 
elements  within  reach,  nor  waste  time  in  seeking  opportunities,  so 
long  as  such^reat  demands  are  urged  upon  us  directly. 

In  Boston,  in  Chicago,  in  Brooklyn,  in  all  our  large  cities,  we  shall 
find  a  certain  class  of  young  men,  the  most  promising,  most  inviting 
element  ;  that  is,  if  our  aim  be  generous  and  large.  Not  that  we 
should  limit  ourselves  to  any  class,  nor  consider  any  whom  we  may 
reach  and  help  as  outside  of  our  jurisdiction  ;  our  field  is  the  great 
city  about  us,  our  ministry  all  needy  souls.  Still  we  must  have 
specific  methods  and  objects  ;  we  must  address  ourselves  with  special 
effort  to  the  work  we  can  best  do. 

It  may  be  but  one  phase  of  our  task  to  look  after  and  help  young 
men  ;  but  surely  no  one  will  claim  that  it  is  secondary.  To  recognize, 
to  inspire  and  exalt  young  men,  so  that  the  securities  of  manhood  shall 
become  more  fixed  ;  so  that  the  civilization  of  which  they  are  and  are 
to  be  so  large  an  element,  shall  grow  purer,  so  that  they  shall  be  re- 
deemed from  the  cheap  notions  of  life,  aud  become  all  they  are  equal 
to,  is  an  object  worthy  our  most  inquisitive  search,  our  most  faithful 
toil,  our  most  patient  love. 
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And  how  can  we  best  do  such  work  ?  I  answer  by  Recognition. 
And  at  this  poinf,  permit  me  to  bear  my  own  personal  testimony. 

At  one  time  I  was  a  mechanic,  working  ten  hours  every  day  but 
Sunday  ;  in  one  word  living  the  circumscribed  life  which  men  are 
likely  to  live  who  are  thus  situated.  After  a  rhan  has  stood  by  the 
lathe  or  at  the  bench,  or  has  even  sat  hard  at  work  for  ten  hours,  his 
energies  must  be  somewhat  depleted,  and  unless  there  be  some 
special  motive,  some  decided  call,  he  will  drop  into  a  careless  style 
of  life,  and  feel  at  least  that  it  is  little  better  than  weary  routine. 
At  this  point,  a  man  of  royal  make  found  me,  and  recognized  me,  not 
at  arm's  length,  but  close  to,  and  in  that  hearty  recognition,  and  the 
good  fellowship  wTith  which  it  was  complemented,  I  found  the  quicken- 
ing and  inspiration  to  which  I  owe  much  that  I  am  to-day.  This 
teaches  me  my  duty,  at'least,  and  it  may  be  a  hint  to  you.  There  are 
certain  young  men  in  this  city  more  content  to  be  mechanics  than  I 
was,  perhaps,  but  not  the  less  eager  in  noble  desire,  not  less  deter- 
mined to  live  for  something  more  than  fading  interests,  quite  as  well 
equipped  with  native  gifts,  to  whom  we  may  go,  or  whom  we  may  bid 
in  all  heartiness  of  welcome  to  come  to  us,  that  each  may  know  the 
other. 

We  shall  find  that  such  work  involves  care,  patience,  constancy  ; 
but  its  rewards  are  substantial  and  sure.  Let  no  imaginary  difficulty 
baffle  us,  and  let  us  not  rely  upon  quick  or  large  results  as  the  inspi- 
ration to  continued  toil.  We  surely  can  do  something.  And  in  this 
work  we  shall  find  conversation  to  be  of  immense  service.  We  must 
have  some  one  to  whom  we  can  reveal  ourselves,  else  life  stagnates, 
and  a  young  man's  life  often  becomes  a  weariness,  because  by  his 
position,  his  necessities,  or  it  may  be  by  his  own  choosing,  he  is  apart 
from  his  kind  ;  his  deeper  need  is  not  known,  because  he  has  no  one 
to  whom  he  may  reveal  it ;  the  lions  in  his  way  are  such  only  because 
he  stands  by  himself,  and  no  one  takes  pains  to  point  out  to  him  that 
they  are  only  lions  imaginary.  A  clerk  or  a  mechanic  needs  good 
society  ;  needs  to  know  persons  who  are  able  to  and  who  will  recog- 
nize him  ;  persons  with  whom  he  may  converse,  to  whom  he  may  re- 
veal himself ;  those  who  will  be  glad,  eagerly  glad,  to  reveal  themselves 
to  him. 

Therefore  would  I  recommend  that  we  say  to  any  person  who  may 
desire  such  help,  women  and  men,  on  such  an  evening  in  each  week, 
or  as  often  as  the  case  may  be,  our  rooms  shall  be  given  up  to  this 
purpose  ;  we  will  have  a  Conversation  Club,  which  you  are  invited  to 
join,  without  price.  We  will  make  it  our  business  to  have  those  there 
who  will  be  glad  to  know  you  all,  with  whom  you  may  talk  freely 
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Good  women  will  be  there  to  do  their  part  in  the  noble  work,  who 
will  rejoice  with  their  various  gifts  to  aid  in  such  work  ;  music  and 
recitations  shall  help  to  make  the  evening  pleasant  and  fruitful. 
This  method  strikes  me  as  having  advantages  above  the  lectures  ;  for 
most  young  persons  are  developed  more  by  this  reciprocal  process, 
than  by  direct  formal  teaching.  To  be  able  to  tell  one's  thoughts  to 
one  who  shall  recognize  their  value  and  meanins;,  makes  room  for  in- 
creasing  thought,  and  this  is  a  part  of  the  noblest  service  we  can 
render  those  who  are  obliged  to  devote  so  large  a  share  of  their  ener- 
gies to  mere  work.  Of  course  conversation  must  have  definition  and 
guidance  in  order  to  serve,  and  that  would  be  the  part  of  the  work 
for  those  to  do  who  have  more  time,  who  have  had  larger  privilege. 

There  is  one  more  suggestion  I  would  offer,  and  that  is,  that  we 
give  our  rooms  up  Sunday  evenings  to  the  service  of  the  young  men 
who  frequent  them  during  the  week,  giving  them,  as  it  were,  a  church 
of  their  own,  whose  management  shall  be  in  their  hands.  Let  them 
have,  so  far  as  we  can  assist,  just  what  preachers  they  desire.  Let 
them  have  a  free  opportunity  to  discuss  the  fundamental  facts  of  re- 
ligion in  a  church  which  shall  be  essentially  their  own. 

Then  we  shall  have  a  free  church  indeed,  where  men  and  women 
can  go  without  cost — and  feel  that  the  church  is  their  own.  There 
are  at  least  four  ministers  in  this  city  who  would  count  it  an  honor  to 
serve  such  a  church  ;  and  to  gather  even  a  score  of  persons  in  such  a 
manner,  would  be  a  success.  The  future  is  full  of  promise,  and  so 
we  engage  heartily  and  labor  faithfully,  the  results  of  our  endeavors 
cannot  be  uncertain  nor  small.  The  call  is  clear  and  emphatic,  the 
need  pressing.  Let  us  answer  the  call,  and  out  of  the  great  abun- 
dance vouchsafed  to  us  supply  the  need. 
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